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With swarms of yelling crazies attacking with fixed bayonets and only five rounds in the
03, one second while reloading can mean life or death.

At a short stay at the mobile hospital on Henderson Field, the marine in the bed next to
me had a Browning Automatic Rifle (BAR). With the floor plate removed under my
Springfield five round magazine, the BAR twenty round empty magazine fit perfectly. I
asked one of the aircraft mechanics to weld it on and with twenty five rounds I had the
most powerful Springfield 03 on Guadalcanal.

The next day I returned to my outfit on a hill near the airport overlooking a swollen river
with logs floating down. That night on guard duty in the moonlight I could see the logs
that could have hanger-oners? It was a very quiet night, except for the hours of continual
chanting through a loudspeaker “The Malines Die Tonight!” (can’t pronounced Rs). To
give the would-be conquerors something to worry about, a new ‘Maline’ weapon, I
opened up with quick fire on the logs in the river using all twenty five rounds with my
new “Make My Day” 03 MMD rifle that shut him up.

The next morning, instead of throwing me in a brig for messing big time with my rifle,
our captain, Don Defore, Dinah Shore’s boyfriend, since he couldn’t find anything in the
marine manual to cover the offense, invited this 18 year old private to lead the morning
patrol where I was able to demonstrate how my 03-MMD performed.

I know this 20 round increase would have saved many lives and prevented even more
wounded, plus diminish the battles.
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